SBMSA Senior Baseball

Spring 2009
Pony League


PONY BASEBALL PROCEDURES

These procedures are intended to clarify responsibilities of each team before, during, and after games, and to promote proper maintenance of our baseball facilities.  Team managers have primary responsibility to ensure that these procedures are followed.  Thanks for your help.

Game Procedures

Pre-Game Warm-up

Prior to the first game of the day…

· The Home team may take batting practice (on the field and/or in the batting cage) for 20 minutes beginning at 65 minutes prior to game time.  The Visiting team may take batting practice for 20 minutes beginning at 45 minutes prior to game time.

· If batting practice is taken on the field, team managers should ensure that every effort is made to preserve the 'prepared' condition of the field (i.e., pitch from in front of the mound using a ‘portable mound’ to protect the grass, and keep players off the baselines and infield dirt).

· The Home team may take the field for 10 minutes of pre-game, defensive warm-up beginning at 25 minutes prior to game time.  The Visiting team may take the field at 15 minutes prior to game time.

· Team managers should be prepared to start the game on time.  The umpires will be instructed to start the clock (for purposes of the 1 hour, 50 min time limit) precisely at the scheduled starting time, regardless of whether the game has actually started.

For games that immediately follow an earlier game…

· The Visiting team may take batting practice in the batting cage for 20 minutes beginning at 50 minutes prior to the scheduled game time.  The Home team may take batting practice in the batting cage for 20 minutes beginning at 30 minutes prior to the scheduled game time.

· Not more than 5 minutes per team (Visiting team first, then Home team) will be allowed for pre-game, defensive warm-up.

· Every effort should be made by team managers to start the game as soon as possible following completion of the earlier game.  This means that the late game may start prior to 7:45 p.m.  The umpires will be instructed to start subsequent games precisely 15 minutes after completion of the earlier game (but not prior to the subsequent game's scheduled start time).  If the early game runs late, expect less time to warm up for the second game.  

Batting Cages

· Teams scheduled to play on the East field should use the East-batting cage.  Teams scheduled to play on the West field should use the West-batting cage.

Dugouts

· The Home team will occupy the third base dugout on both the East and West fields.  

Game Balls

· Each team manager is responsible to provide the umpires with one new baseball and one near-new baseball (i.e., used only once) prior to the start of each game.  Team managers will be provided with an adequate supply of new baseballs prior to the start of the season.  

· Team managers should ‘remind’ the umpires to return the two baseballs to each team following the game.

Field Preparation and Repair

· SBMSA will drag the infield dirt and chalk the baselines prior to each game.

· Both teams are responsible for putting the bases in place prior to the first game of the day, and if appropriate, putting the bases back into the equipment shed (behind home plate) following the last game of the day.

· Both teams are responsible for raking the field immediately following the last scheduled game of the day.  Team managers are encouraged to enlist coaches, parents, and players to help with this activity; however, team managers are responsible to ensure the raking is done, and done properly. NOTE:  Failure to perform the above responsibility will result in the loss of your next practice time at the field.  League Commissioners are responsible for enforcement of field preparation and repair.  
· When preparing the field for play following a rain, ‘quick-dry’ mix should be used only as a last resort, and then sparingly.  The use of ‘quick-dry’ mix is always damaging to the infield.

Field Lights

· Both teams are responsible for turning on the field lights if/as necessary prior to the game, and for turning off the lights following the last game of the day.

Umpires

· SBMSA has arranged for two (2) umpires to call each game.

· Team managers should immediately notify an Area Commissioner or the Pony Umpire Coordinator in the event a game needs to be cancelled for any reason.

Note:  SBMSA is obligated to pay a portion of each umpire's fee in the event that adequate notification (i.e., more than 2 hours) is not provided regarding a cancelled game.

Scorekeeping

· The Home team is responsible to provide an official scorekeeper for each game.

Game Results

· The manager of the winning team is responsible for reporting game results (in writing, not verbally) (E-Mail preferred) to the Pony Commissioner, Tracy Munden.
· Game results should be reported via email.  Please fax the results only if unable to send via email.  Team managers may delegate this duty (but not the responsibility) to assistant coaches or parents if/as necessary.  

Rainouts

· Team managers should monitor the SBMSA hotline (281-583-3600) for possible game cancellations on those days when the weather is questionable.

· Unless notified of a game cancellation via the hotline or otherwise (e.g., a telephone call from an Area Commissioner), team managers and players should plan to arrive at the field as scheduled and participate in the decision-making process as appropriate. 

· Please resist the temptation to call Area Commissioners regarding possible game cancellations; notification will be provided as soon as possible.

Other Procedures and Information

Parking

· No parking will be allowed between the fields during games or practices.  Please help us observe this safety precaution.

Combination Locks

· The Home team manager is responsible to ensure that all combination locks are properly secured following the last game of the day.

· Team managers should not share lock combinations with players.

· Please do not leave a combination lock unsecured (i.e., unlocked and potentially lost or stolen) at any time.

· Team managers should ensure that all combination locks are properly secured following the last practice of the day.

Practices

· Following the last practice of the day, the team manager should ensure that the field is properly raked and bases are placed back into the equipment shed (behind home plate).

NOTE:  Failure to perform the above responsibility will result in the loss of your next practice time at the field. League Commissioners are responsible for enforcement of field preparation and repair. 

Equipment Sheds

· Managers and coaches should ensure that water hoses are hung on the wall when not in use, and are not stored on the floor and subject to damage from rakes, cleats, equipment, etc.
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