Answers for Parents’ Most Commonly Asked Questions

What is the S.B.M.S.A.?

· The SBMSA is an independent, non-profit sports organization incorporated within the state of Texas in May 1961, for the purpose of providing an organized sports program for youth in the Spring Branch – Memorial area.  It was started by local fathers with a few 11-12 year old baseball teams and has expanded to include baseball, ages 6-18; girls’ softball, ages 6-14; tackle football, ages 6-12; flag football ages 5-10; soccer, girls’ program ages 5-13 and boys’ program ages 5-13; and basketball, girls’ ages 5-13 and boys’ ages 5-13.

What is the governing body of the SBMSA?

· The SBMSA is governed by a sixteen-member Board of Directors, all of who are elected for three-year rotating terms by the general membership at meetings held annually.

How are the six sports’ programs organized?

· The president appoints, with approval of the Board, program directors for each sport.  The program director in turn appoints commissioners as needed for the administration of each program.  These commissioners are subject to the approval of the board.  In summary, the program directors and commissioners direct the individual sports.

Who constituted the membership that elects the directors?

· Each manager or head coach, one per team, commissioner, director and former director is a voting member.  They are sent invitations about two weeks prior to the fall annual meeting and may vote in person or by proxy for the directors.

Who are the officers of the Association?

· The officers elected by the Board of Directors are the president, vice president, secretary, treasurer and the corresponding secretary who is responsible for the newsletter.

What are the functions of the member of the Board of Directors?
· The Board, representing the parents of the participants of each sport, meets monthly, usually one Sunday night of the month.  They are responsible for approving the budgets and expenditures of the Association, approving rules drawn up by each program and generally overseeing the administration of the six programs, including allocation, maintenance and use of the playing fields.  Every attempt is made to keep the membership on the Board balanced among the geographic divisions of the Spring Branch-Memorial area and among the six programs insofar as possible.  Board membership should be held by people interested in directing programs, in being officers of the Association and in working as active commissioners in multiple sports programs.

How is the Association financed?
· For the most part SBMSA revenues come from player registration fees.  We do have some receipts from our concession stands operated at most fields and there are also a few donations from individuals and corporate sponsors.  Each of the sports has its separate budget, and for budgeting purposes receipts and expenses are allocated to each program.  Certain items that are used in common by all six programs are allocated to those programs based on the percentage of their income as compared to the Association’s total income.  Any excess funds may be shared among all the programs for capital improvements.  Sometimes for special financial needs, such as relighting a complex or building a new facility, a special fundraiser is held.

How are these receipts and expenditures reported?
· The SBMSA office issues a financial statement monthly to the directors.  This statement is a report by program receipts and disbursements, separated into categories such as equipment, printing, postage, officials, field work, mowing, etc.  In addition to this monthly report, a yearly report is handed out at the general annual membership meeting each year.

How are the players’ registration fees used?
· The registration fee is an enrollment fee only.  Registrants are assigned to a team determined by the SBMSA at its sole discretion.  Registration fees pay for officials, fields workers, equipment; balls, utilities (electricity, water, telephone), grass mowing, dirt work, trash removal, electrical, bleacher, field and fence repairs, bookkeeping, office supplies, postage, printing, etc.  Some spring sports, which require more field maintenance, must supplement their player registration fees with sponsor donations in order to have sufficient finances to supply uniforms and equipment.  If parents are asked to contribute to photographs, trophies, team party, coach’s gifts, etc. this would be entirely voluntary on the parents’ part.

How can the budget be reduced?
· In the past few years many previously volunteer duties are now being done with paid personnel.  The only way to reduce the need for funds now collected through player registration fees and sponsor funds would be to return to parents and coaches volunteering to do the paid jobs.

What about team and individual sport photographs?
· The Association takes bids from photographers for the calendar year and after the decision is made, several days for picture taking are set up each season.  Every child is encouraged to be there to make the team picture complete, but no one is under any obligation to purchase anything.  Even though the Association makes a small amount of income from the photographs, they are scheduled as an Association mostly for the convenience of parents to have this available.

What about playing fields for all the sports?
· Although all of our fields are located on Spring Branch ISD property, the school district does not maintain or pay for the maintenance or utilities on them.  The Association has paid for fences, backstops, bleachers, goals, sprinkler systems, light poles, fixtures and buildings on and around our playing fields.  Presently we maintain twenty-one lighted fields located at Pine Shadows Elementary, Spring Woods Middle School, Spring Branch Education Center, Memorial Middle School, Westchester Education Center and Spring Forest Middle School and numerous unlighted fields scatters across the Spring Branch School District.  In addition to the original construction of these fields the Association maintains them and pays the electric and water bills monthly.  Because of the extent of our providing these facilities on school property we have school district exclusive permission to use them after school hours when we need them for games and practice; however, because they are on school grounds the schools use them during the day and other school district property, residents use them when Association teams are not practicing or playing games.  This leaves the extensive upkeep to SBMSA and is usually a great expense to the Association.

Who are the paid personnel of the Association?
(1) Office personnel are paid for maintaining records of the Association, handling the banking, financial reporting, registrations, mailings, paying game officials and overseeing other office duties.

(2) Field maintenance workers are paid to maintain the fields during the spring sports by dragging, mowing, trimming and preparing the fields for play.  Sometimes these same things are done for the fall sports as well and gym coordinators are paid to open and close gyms for basketball.

(3) From time to time, workers, such as carpenters, electricians, plumbers, painters, consultants for fertilizing and pest control, etc. are hired to do a specific job.

(4) All sports have paid officials.

No coach, manager, commissioner or director is paid for performing those duties.
Why is the birthday used to determine playing groups rather than school grade?
· Chronological age is used in all SBMSA sports because it is the most fair.  True, some children are a grade ahead or a grade behind but these are exceptions and the Association must use rules benefiting the majority of the players.  If we played by grades, it could on occasion have players of three or four ages together. SBMSA would have no control of which grade a student is in, but our rules would allow for an age span of only twenty-four months for most leagues.

How is registration done?
· The most convenient method for parents to register is the Associations web site at www.SBMSA.org.  The Association holds in person registrations whereby the parent can come in to designated places and register a player.  Twice a year, near the first day of school and again near the first day of school after the winter holidays, enough registration flyers are taken to most elementary schools for each student.  At all elementary schools there is a supply available for pick up in the offices.  This covers the fall sports and the spring sports but delivery of flyers to schools does not include registrations or basketball.  Basketball registrations are only mailed out around the first of October.  Gym space is very limited and basketball registration is closed when gym capacity is reached.  The Association does not have a “cut” policy.  SBMSA accepts anyone who registers by the last day of registration in the spring sports or fall sports.  Basketball registration is closed in each age group as the gym capacity is reached.  Late registrations for all programs are accepted only if there is an opening on a team.  The main source of coaches is the parents and on rare occasions when no on will step forward and coach a team, the team might have to be abandoned.

Coaches and commissioners are volunteers.  Parent should make every effort to support them. ASK!  There is something for everyone to do to make the Association more successful.
SBMSA Policy Regarding Criminal Background Checks

Beginning with the Fall 2004 sports, the Spring Branch Memorial Sports Association (“SBMSA”) will not permit any individual who has been convicted of or pled guilty to any offense described below to participate in any manner with an SBMSA team.
In order to implement this policy, SBMSA will require background checks on managers, coaches, volunteers, hired workers, and any other persons who provide regular service to SBMSA or an SBMSA team and who have repetitive access to, or contact with, SBMSA players.  In order to manage, coach, or otherwise be involved with an SBMSA team, individuals will be required to complete and submit the association’s Volunteer Registration Form and submit to a criminal background check.  Refusal to submit a fully completed Volunteer Registration Form and/or submit to a criminal background check shall result in the immediate disqualification of the individual from managing, coaching, or otherwise being involved with any SBMSA team until such time as the individual submits such a fully completed Volunteer Registration Form and/or submits to a criminal background check.

An individual desiring to manage, coach, or otherwise be involved with an SBMSA teams shall submit a fully completed Volunteer Registration Form to the association at the time of registration or whenever requested by the association.  Individuals desiring to coach more than one sport shall be required to submit a fully completed Volunteer Registration Form for each sport.  Additionally, individuals will be required to submit a fully completed Volunteer Registration Form each year in which they desire to manage, coach, or otherwise be involved.  All completed Volunteer Registration Forms shall be maintained by the association for the duration of the individual’s involvement or managerial or coaching tenure.

Upon receipt of a Volunteer Registration Form from an individual desiring to manage, coach, or otherwise be involved with an SBMSA team, SBMSA will conduct a criminal background check.  If the background check reveals information that an individual has been convicted of or pled guilty to a crime listed below, including but not limited to any crime involving or against a minor, the association will contact the applicable government agency to confirm the accuracy of the information.  If the applicable government agency confirms the accuracy of the information, the association will then contact the individual to confirm the information.  Upon confirmation of a conviction for or guilty plea to any crime listed below, including but not limited to any against or involving a minor, SBMSA shall not permit the individual to participate in any manner with any SBMSA team.

SBMSA will conduct a background check to search (a) the government state-wide Sexual Offender Registry for anyone who has committed sexual offenses involving minors, or (b) for any crimes falling under Title 5 or Title 6 of the Texas Penal Code.

The vice-president of the SBMSA board of directors will maintain the records relating to criminal background checks and will share personal information contained in the Volunteer Registration Form, background check, or other information obtained through the screening process with the Program Director of the sport involved in order to make personnel decisions.  SBMSA will maintain records relating to conviction or a guilty plea to a crime listed herein, including but not limited to any crime involving or against a minor, for a period of five years.
Directions for Handling Sponsor Money
I. If sponsors are not interested in a tax deduction, the Sports Association does not need to be involved in the transaction.  They can give the money to the coach or pay the vendor directly.

II.
If sponsor wants to take a tax deduction for money donated to a non-profit organization:

1. Coaches should provide each sponsor with the sponsorship form located on the website at www.sbmsa.org. 

2. The information in the block must be properly filled out before the form is given to the sponsor.

3. As noted on the form, checks should be made out to the S.B.M.S.A.

4. Coaches should then collect these sponsor checks, either in person or by mail.  This service is provided as a method to have the checks made out to a non-profit organization and then return an Association check to a coach or a vendor.  It is not designed to set up a separate bookkeeping account for each team to draw out funds during the season.
5. Therefore, each coach is to keep his sponsor check(s) until he has spent all the money he wants to spend, and then he should submit to:  S.B.M.S.A., P. O. Box 800211, Zip 77280 the entire sponsor check(s) along with receipts, invoices and/or a letter noting a list of uniforms, equipment, etc. he has purchased including costs incurred.  (A tax-exempt certificate is available from the Sports Association – we will not reimburse for sales taxes.)  Multiple checks to vendors or coaches can be made.  Some businesses will allow you to pay for uniforms and equipment with cash, credit card or check and not pay tax.  Others will require a Sports Association check to pay for non-taxable items.  

6. If coaches do not send receipts or a list of items purchased equal to the amount of the check(s), the excess funds will be deposited as fund raising money for the program.  If you do not have receipts, you must submit something in writing signed by the Coach explaining what they funds were or will be used for (Uniforms, Equipment, Team Party, etc..)

7. When a sponsor check is received in the office a receipt will be issued to that individual or business at the address listed on the check.

SBMSA

COACHING RESPONSIBILITY CODE

FOOTBALL

The Football Board would like to take this opportunity to thank you for making the commitment to coaching our youth.  The SBMSA is a volunteer organization focused on supporting area youth through athletics.  As such, you are a very necessary part of the organization and our youths’ development.  There are some basic rules of conduct and play that the Association and the Football Board feel needs special emphasis:

HEAD COACH’S

Player Participation:


It is your responsibility as a Coach to make sure that ALL of your players meet the minimum play requirements for your division.  (SEE RULE BOOK)  The Football Board has provided a “Minimum Play Sheet” for each Coach to track the participation of each player at each game.  These sheets are the responsibility of the Head Coach and will be used in the case of controversy.  As such, it is also the Head Coach’s responsibility to submit this signed report after each game.  As a courtesy to our statisticians, please also report your game scores on this sheet.

NOTE:
In order to use discipline as a reason for not meeting the minimum play requirements, you must be prepared to distribute this discipline equally and fairly amongst all players.

HEAD AND ASSISTANT COACH’S
Use of Profanity and Excessive Yelling:

The use of profanity will not be tolerated.  It is also your responsibility as the Head Coach to monitor your Assistant Coaches and Parents.  Nobody likes a hothead and excessive yelling can be destructive to the goals we are all trying to achieve.  Please be aware of your surroundings and the impact you are making on our youth.  BE POSITIVE!

Background Checks:

The Association will conduct a national background check on each coach.  It is imperative that you register online as a volunteer so that this can be done in a timely manner.  If you have not received official clearance from the league, you are not eligible to coach or be on the sideline at games.

UNIFORMS

The Head Coach is responsible for providing the players on his team with a game jersey.  The league will provide this game jersey if the Head Coach is unable to secure the funds for the game jersey.  However if you accept the league provided jersey you also agree that the team will be wearing white practice pants as the game pant. 
The league suggests that each Head Coach attempt to find local sponsors for his team, but in no circumstances is he allowed to “Assess” the parents of his team for any equipment or uniforms purchased on their behalf.  It is acceptable to ask for donation, but it is purely on a volunteer basis.
There is approximately 2 weeks between the first practice and the first game.  It is highly suggested that each Head Coach begin to make arrangements to order uniforms as early as possible but no later than the day after your first practice.

The following are some suggestions on companies to help with Uniforms:
B-Bad Sports
(custom jerseys)
(713) 664-3838

Barcelona Sporting Goods

(713) 464-8313

Gulf Coast Athletic Supply

(281) 240-8440

Riddell




(936) 321-5990

If you are going to order league provided uniforms you will need to notify your age level commissioner ASAP and get a Purchase Order Number.  These jerseys will be ordered from Gulf Coast Athletic Supply.

Each team WILL be separately identifiable as far as color schemes go.  Below are some examples of team colors.  The list below is not a complete list and is only being presented as suggestions.
Jersey
/ Pant




Jersey Brands
Black





Bike 
Blue





Champion 
Burnt Orange




Don Alleson 
Cardinal




Majestic 
Dark Green




Nike 
Kelly Green




Rawlings 
Gold





Riddell
Gray





Russell
Maroon




Wilson
Navy

Orange

Purple

Royal Blue

Scarlet

Silver

Vegas Gold

White


Important Dates

Saturday, May 1, 2010



REGISTRATION OPENS
Tuesday July 6, 2010




7 on 7 Begins
Saturday July 31, 2010



Coaches Meeting/Coaches Clinic – Tully Stadium

Sunday August 1, 2010



Conditioning Camp Begins (MAC)
Sunday, August 1, 2010



In-Person Registration at Memorial Middle School

Thursday, August 12, 2010



In-Person Registration at Memorial Middle School
Saturday, August 14, 2010
In-Person Registration at Memorial Middle School
Sunday, August 15, 2010
Skills Camp Begins(Next Level Athletics)
Wednesday, August 18, 2010
REGISTRATION CLOSES
Sunday, August 22, 2010
Tryouts and Official Weigh-in at MMS 
11:00am to 8:00pm

Tuesday, August 24, 2010
All Drafts Completed and Turned into Division Commissioner

Wednesday, August 25, 2010
Practices May Begin

Tuesday, August 31, 2010
All Rosters Completed and Turned into Division Commissioner (Including Uniform Numbers)

Thursday, September 2, 2010
Official Weigh-in at MMS for Freshmen

Saturday, September 4, 2010
JV and Varsity Weigh-in Make-ups at MMS
REGULAR SEASON

Saturday, September 11, 2010
Opening Day Celebration 

Sunday, September 26 2010



Tackle Picture Day (Memorial Middle School)

Sunday, October 3, 2010



Flag Picture Day (Memorial Middle School)

Saturday, October 30, 2010



End of Regular Season

PLAYOFFS (TENTATIVE)
Monday, November 1, 2010






thru Saturday, November 6, 2010

1st Round 

Saturday, November 13, 2010


2nd Round
Sunday, November 21, 2010



3rd Round 

TACKLE HEAD COACHES INFORMATION SHEET

(PLEASE RETURN TO COMMISSIONER AT END OF MEETING)
NAME:

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________________
ADDRESS:

​​______________________________________________


​​​​​​​​​​
​______________________________________________
EMAIL:
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
​______________________________________________
HOME PHONE:
__ (______) ___________________
WORK PHONE:
__ (______) ___________________
CELL PHONE:
__ (______) ___________________
FAX:


__ (______) ___________________
EMPLOYER:
______________________________________________
AGE LEVEL COACHING (PLEASE CIRCLE)


FROSH (6-8)

SOPH (9)

JV (10)

VAR (11-12)

EXPECTED PRACTICE LOCATION: _____________________________
BELOW INFORMATION IS ONLY A REQUEST & MUST BE APPROVED BY THE LEAGUE 
TEAM NAME:


1st Choice:
______________________________________________

2nd Choice:
______________________________________________
3rd Choice:
______________________________________________
TEAM COLORS:
Jersey:





Pants:

1st Choice





1st Choice






2nd Choice





2nd Choice





3rd Choice





3rd Choice






